
ESSENTIAL BELIEFS FOR GROUP LEADERS 

SECTION 1. The Bible  

We believe the sixty-six books that comprise the Old and New Testaments of the Bible are the 

inspired (God-breathed) words of God and are the final authority for all believers in their faith 

and practice.  All Scripture originated with God and was given through holy men who were 

“moved by the Holy Spirit.”    

Exodus 24:4; Deuteronomy 4:1-2; 17:19; Joshua 8:34; Psalms 19:7-10; 119:11,89,105,140; 

Isaiah 34:16; 40:8; Jeremiah 15:16; 36:1-32; Matthew 5:17-18; 22:29; Luke 21:33; 24:44-46; 

John 5:39; 16:13-15; 17:17; Acts 2:16ff.; 17:11; Romans 15:4; 16:25-26; 2 Timothy 3:15-17; 

Hebrews 1:1-2; 4:12; 1 Peter 1:25; 2 Peter 1:19-21. 

 

SECTION 2. God 

We believe that there is one true and living God and that He is the all-knowing, all-powerful, 

ever-present supernatural being who created all things and has eternally existed in three 

persons—God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit—though He is one.  

Ultimately, God is sovereign over all His creation and is intimately involved with it. 

 

Genesis 1:1; 2:7; Exodus 3:14; 6:2-3; 15:11ff.; 20:1ff.; Leviticus 22:2; Deuteronomy 6:4; 32:6; 1 

Chronicles 29:10; Psalm 19:1-3; Isaiah 43:3,15; 64:8; Jeremiah 10:10; 17:13; Matthew 6:9ff.; 

7:11; 23:9; 28:19; Mark 1:9-11; John 4:24; 5:26; 14:6-13; 17:1-8; Acts 1:7; Romans 8:14-15; 1 

Corinthians 8:6; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 4:6; Colossians 1:15; 1 Timothy 1:17; Hebrews 11:6; 

12:9; 1 Peter 1:17; 1 John 5:7.  

 

SECTION 3. Jesus Christ 

We believe that Jesus Christ was and is the eternal second person of the Trinity. He is God's 

only begotten Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit, and born of Mary, a virgin.  He is both fully 

man and fully God.  Though a man, He lived a sinless life of perfect obedience to the Father's 

will and demonstrated His power and divinity through the miracles He performed on earth.  

Jesus offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all men by dying on a cross—a sin 

offering which both satisfied God's justice and opened up the way for man to enter into a 

living and eternal relationship with God.  After His literal death, Jesus experienced a bodily 

resurrection on the third day after his crucifixion. He ascended into heaven where He now sits 

at the right hand of the Father and acts as our High Priest and Advocate.  He will return in 

power and glory to judge the world and to consummate His redemptive mission. 
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Genesis 18:1ff.; Psalms 2:7ff.; 110:1ff.; Isaiah 7:14; 53; Matthew 1:18-23; 3:17; 8:29; 11:27; 

14:33; 16:16,27; 17:5; 27; 28:1-6,19; Mark 1:1; 3:11; Luke 1:35; 4:41; 22:70; 24:46; John 

1:1-18,29; 10:30,38; 11:25-27; 12:44-50; 14:7-11; 16:15-16,28; 17:1-5, 21-22; 20:1-20,28; Acts 

1:9; 2:22-24; 7:55-56; 9:4-5,20; Romans 1:3-4; 3:23-26; 5:6-21; 8:1-3,34; 10:4; 1 Corinthians 

1:30; 2:2; 8:6; 15:1-8,24-28; 2 Corinthians 5:19-21; 8:9; Galatians 4:4-5; Ephesians 1:20; 3:11; 

4:7-10; Philippians 2:5-11; Colossians 1:13-22; 2:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 1 Timothy 2:5-6; 

3:16; Titus 2:13-14; Hebrews 1:1-3; 4:14-15; 7:14-28; 9:12-15,24-28; 12:2; 13:8; 1 Peter 

2:21-25; 3:22; 1 John 1:7-9; 3:2; 4:14-15; 5:9; 2 John 7-9; Revelation 1:13-16; 5:9-14; 12:10-11; 

13:8; 19:16. 

 

SECTION 4. The Holy Spirit 

We believe that the Holy Spirit is, and always has been, fully God and the third person of the 

Trinity.  He is God's presence on earth today and works in both the lives of believers and 

unbelievers.  As to unbelievers, He convicts them of sin, righteousness, and judgment.  As to 

believers, He regenerates them, indwells them, sanctifies them, baptizes them into the body 

of Christ upon conversion, seals them as a guarantee of their salvation and empowers them to 

live the Christian life. In addition, He reveals truth, guides, teaches, intercedes, comforts, 

strengthens, distributes spiritual gifts and empowers believers for effective witness.   

 

Genesis 1:2; Judges 14:6; Job 26:13; Psalms 51:11; 139:7ff.; Isaiah 61:1-3; Joel 2:28-32; 

Matthew 1:18; 3:16; 4:1; 12:28-32; 28:19; Mark 1:10,12; Luke 1:35; 4:1,18-19; 11:13; 12:12; 

24:49; John 4:24; 14:16-17,26; 15:26; 16:7-14; Acts 1:8; 2:1-4,38; 4:31; 5:3; 6:3; 7:55; 8:17,39; 

10:44; 13:2; 15:28; 16:6; 19:1-6; Romans 8:9-11,14-16,26-27; 1 Corinthians 2:10-14; 3:16; 

12:3-11,13; Galatians 4:6; Ephesians 1:13-14; 4:30; 5:18; 1 Thessalonians 5:19; 1 Timothy 3:16; 

4:1; 2 Timothy 1:14; 3:16; Hebrews 9:8,14; 2 Peter 1:21; 1 John 4:13; 5:6-7; Revelation 1:10; 

22:17. 

 

SECTION 5. Man  

We believe that man (generic for male and female) is a special creation of God and has been 

made in His image.  As such, every human being has great worth and value.  In the beginning 

man was innocent of sin and endowed by his Creator the freedom of choice.  By his free 

choice man sinned against God and brought sin into the human race.  Since then, the entire 

human race has been sinful by nature and is therefore justly condemned by God.  Alone, man 

is completely unable to merit salvation.  Only through faith in Christ can man obtain the 

righteousness that God requires and thereby establish his relationship with God.  Upon death, 

a believer, as a disembodied soul, goes into the immediate presence of Christ and awaits the 
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resurrection of his spiritual body.  However, the unbeliever, also as a disembodied soul, enters 

into a conscious state of misery and awaits the final judgment, after which he will be eternally 

separated from God.   

 

Genesis 1:26-30; 2:5,7,18-22; 3; 9:6; Psalms 1; 8:3-6; 32:1-5; 51:5; Isaiah 6:5; Jeremiah 17:5; 

Matthew 16:26; Acts 17:26-31; Romans 1:19-32; 3:10-18,23; 5:6,12,19; 6:6; 7:14-25; 

8:14-18,29; 1 Corinthians 1:21-31; 15:19,21-22; Ephesians 2:1-22; Colossians 1:21-22; 3:9-11. 

 

SECTION 6. Salvation  

We believe that the only way of salvation is through the shed blood of Christ to all who 

believe.  This salvation does not come about because of a man's works, but because of God's 

grace.  From the individual's perspective, this happens because he repents (chooses to follow 

Christ and not himself) and places his total trust (faith) in Christ and His finished work upon the 

cross.  Upon making this decision, the believer receives the Holy Spirit and becomes a child of 

God.   Christ's death fully pays the penalty for all of a believer's sin (past, present, and future) 

as God credits him with the righteousness of Christ.  This whole transaction transforms the 

man into a new creation of God for a life of holiness and obedience.   

Genesis 3:15; Exodus 3:14-17; 6:2-8; Matthew 1:21; 4:17; 16:21-26; 27:22-28:6; Luke 1:68-69; 

2:28-32; John 1:11-14,29; 3:3-21,36; 5:24; 10:9,28-29; 15:1-16; 17:17; Acts 2:21,38; 4:12; 

15:11; 16:30-31; 17:30-31; 20:32; Romans 1:16-18; 2:4; 3:23-25; 4:3ff.; 5:8-10; 6:1-23; 

8:1-18,29-39; 10:9-10,13; 13:11-14; 1 Corinthians 1:18,30; 6:19-20; 15:10; 2 Corinthians 

5:17-20; Galatians 2:20; 3:13; 5:22-25; 6:15; Ephesians 1:7; 2:8-22; 4:11-16; Philippians 

2:12-13; Colossians 1:9-22; 3:1ff.; 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:12; Titus 2:11-14; 

Hebrews 2:1-3; 5:8-9; 9:24-28; 11:1-12:8,14; James 2:14-26; 1 Peter 1:2-23; 1 John 1:6-2:11; 

Revelation 3:20; 21:1-22:5. 

 

SECTION 7. The Church 

 

We believe that the term church as used in the Scriptures refers to both the universal church 

and the local church.  The universal church is comprised of all believers of all time while the 

local church is a local expression of the universal church—comprised of believers who 

voluntarily gather together to accomplish God's work in this world.  The purpose of the 

Church is to glorify Christ by making disciples of all nations.  Christ is the head of the Church 

and, as such, guides it, directs it, holds it together, and causes it to grow.   
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http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Ephesians%25202.8-22
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Ephesians%25204.11-16
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Philippians%25202.12-13
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Philippians%25202.12-13
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Colossians%25201.9-22
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Colossians%25203.1ff
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%2520Thessalonians%25205.23-24
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/2%2520Timothy%25201.12
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Titus%25202.11-14
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Hebrews%25202.1-3
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Hebrews%25205.8-9
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http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%2520Peter%25201.2-23
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%2520John%25201.6-2.11
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Revelation%25203.20
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Matthew 16:15-19; 18:15-20; Acts 2:41-42,47; 5:11-14; 6:3-6; 13:1-3; 14:23,27; 15:1-30; 16:5; 

20:28; Romans 1:7; 1 Corinthians 1:2; 3:16; 5:4-5; 7:17; 9:13-14; 12; Ephesians 1:22-23; 

2:19-22; 3:8-11,21; 5:22-32; Philippians 1:1; Colossians 1:18; 1 Timothy 2:9-14; 3:1-15; 4:14; 

Hebrews 11:39-40; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Revelation 2-3; 21:2-3. 

 

SECTION 8. Future Things 

We believe that God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring the world to its 

appropriate end.  According to His promise, Jesus Christ will return personally and visibly in 

glory to the earth; the dead will be raised; and Christ will judge all people in righteousness.  

The unrighteous will be consigned to Hell, the place of eternal punishment.  The righteous in 

their resurrected and glorified bodies will receive their reward and will dwell in Heaven with 

the Lord forever.     

Isaiah 2:4; 11:9; Matthew 16:27; 18:8-9; 19:28; 24:27,30,36,44; 25:31-46; 26:64; Mark 8:38; 

9:43-48; Luke 12:40,48; 16:19-26; 17:22-37; 21:27-28; John 14:1-3; Acts 1:11; 17:31; Romans 

14:10; 1 Corinthians 4:5; 15:24-28,35-58; 2 Corinthians 5:10; Philippians 3:20-21; Colossians 

1:5; 3:4; 1 Thessalonians 4:14-18; 5:1ff.; 2 Thessalonians 1:7ff.; 2; 1 Timothy 6:14; 2 Timothy 

4:1,8; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 9:27-28; James 5:8; 2 Peter 3:7ff.; 1 John 2:28; 3:2; Jude 14; 

Revelation 1:18; 3:11; 20:1-22:13  

 

SECTION 9. The Family 

We believe that God has ordained the family as the foundational institution of human society. 

It is composed of persons related to one another by marriage, blood, or adoption. Marriage is 

the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime. It is God's 

unique gift to reveal the union between Christ and His church and to provide for the man and 

the woman in marriage the framework for intimate companionship, the channel of sexual 

expression according to biblical standards, and the means for procreation of the human race. 

Children, from the moment of conception, are a blessing and heritage from the Lord. Parents 

are to demonstrate to their children God's pattern for marriage and family life. Parents are to 

teach their children spiritual and moral values and to lead them, through consistent lifestyle 

example and loving discipline, to make choices based on biblical truth. Children are to honor 

and obey their parents. 

Genesis 1:26-28; 2:15-25; 3:1-20; Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Joshua 24:15; 1 Samuel 

1:26-28; Psalms 51:5; 78:1-8; 127; 128; 139:13-16; Proverbs 1:8; 5:15-20; 6:20-22; 12:4; 13:24; 

14:1; 17:6; 18:22; 22:6,15; 23:13-14; 24:3; 29:15,17; 31:10-31; Ecclesiastes 4:9-12; 9:9; Malachi 

2:14-16; Matthew 5:31-32; 18:2-5; 19:3-9; Mark 10:6-12; Romans 1:18-32; 1 Corinthians 

7:1-16; Ephesians 5:21-33; 6:1-4; Colossians 3:18-21; 1 Timothy 5:8,14; 2 Timothy 1:3-5; Titus 

2:3-5; Hebrews 13:4; 1 Peter 3:1-7. 
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http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Romans%25201.7
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%2520Corinthians%25201.2
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%2520Corinthians%25203.16
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%2520Corinthians%25205.4-5
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%2520Corinthians%25207.17
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%2520Corinthians%25209.13-14
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http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Ephesians%25205.22-32
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http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Colossians%25201.18
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%2520Timothy%25202.9-14
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%2520Timothy%25203.1-15
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%2520Timothy%25204.14
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Hebrews%252011.39-40
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/1%2520Peter%25205.1-4
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Revelation%25202-3
http://biblia.com/bible/hcsb/Revelation%252021.2-3


 

SECTION 10.  Baptism and The Lord’s Supper 

There	are	two	Chris-an	ordinances,	bap-sm	and	the	Lord’s	Supper.	Bap-sm	signifies	that	the	believer	is	

buried	with	Christ	and	is	risen	with	him	to	walk	in	newness	of	life.	The	Lord’s	Supper	is	ins-tuted	by	the	

Lord	himself	exclusively	for	believers.	In	the	observance	of	the	Lord’s	Supper,	believers	remember	him,	

his	death	and	resurrec-on	un-l	he	comes,	andprofess	their	union	with	Christ	and	ongoing	faith	in	him	as	

their	only	Savior.	Together	they	are	simultaneously	God’s	pledge	to	us,	divinely	ordained	means	of	grace,	

our	public	vows	of	submission	to	the	once	crucified	and	now	resurrected	Christ,	and	an-cipa-ons	of	his	

return	and	of	the	consumma-on	of	all	things.	

Matthew 3:13-17; 26:26-30; 28:19-20; Mark 1:9-11; 14:22-26; Luke 3:21-22; 22:19-20; John 

3:23; Acts 2:41-42; 8:35-39; 16:30-33; 20:7; Romans 6:3-5; 1 Corinthians 10:16,21; 11:23-29; 

Colossians 2:12. 

 

 

By signing, I affirm that I wholeheartedly believe the doctrines as stated above and will not 

teach anything contrary to this as a LifeGroup Leader at The Church at LifePark.  

___________________________________________________                _________________________ 

Name (Print & Sign)                                                                            Date 

___________________________________________________                _________________________ 

Name (Print & Sign)                                                                            Date 
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