
Overcoming Failure 
Series:  Overcoming Adversity 

 
Introduction:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I. What causes us to fail? 
 
“You will all fall away,” Jesus told them, “for it is written: “‘I will strike the shepherd, 
and the sheep will be scattered.’ 28But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into 
Galilee.”  29Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, I will not.” 30“Truly I tell you,” Jesus 
answered, “today—yes, tonight—before the rooster crows twice you yourself will 
disown me three times.”  31But Peter insisted emphatically, “Even if I have to die with 
you, I will never disown you.” And all the others said the same.  Mark 14:27-31 

 
After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, “Surely you are one of them, for 
you are a Galilean.”  71 He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t 
know this man you’re talking about.”  72 Immediately the rooster crowed the second 
time. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster 
crows twice you will disown me three times.”  Mark 14:71-72 
 

1. We overestimate our strengths. 
2. We ignore warnings. 
3. We choose to sin and conclude we can manage the consequences. 

 
 



II. How can we overcome failure? 
 

1. Mourn over it. 
 
 
 
 

…Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster 
crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down and wept.   
Mark 14:72 

 
2. Ask God to forgive you and receive his forgiveness. 

 
 
 
 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has 
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead, 4 and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.   
1 Peter 1:3-4 

 
3. Allow God to restore you through learning from it.  

 
 
 
 

And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you 
have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and 
steadfast.  1 Peter 5:10 

 
 

4. Help Others The Way You Have Been Helped 
 
(John 21 – Feed my lambs) 


